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| have been conducting a linguistic investigation of a disorder
in children's language development, commonly referred to as
Specific Language Impairment (SLI). SLI has been
characterized as a congenital disorder of the normal course
of language development in the absence of auditory
impairment, general cognitive disabilities, such as mental
retardation, autism, or any other obvious neurological,
psychological or physical disorder which could account for
the language deficit. More specifically, | have been examining
the phonological and morphological properties of the disorder
in Japanese children with SLI and have compared them to
those of children with normal language development, using
the framework of Optimality Theory. Such an investigation of
the precise nature of the linguistic deficits of SLI is necessary
in order to get a better understanding of why such children
are unable to acquire their native language and to provide an
explanation for its causes.

Over the past decade there has been a great
deal of interest in children with SLI world-
wide. Numerous studies have revealed that
SLI not only has cross-linguistic significance,
but that it also aggregates in families, as
converging evidence from familial studies,
twin studies and epidemiological studies has
shown. As a result, children with SLI have
been seen as a population who may provide
us with important insights into the biological

foundation of language.
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Since | have only begun to characterize the phonological and
morphological properties of SLI in Japanese, in the future |
plan on carrying out a more extensive study. | will conduct
further analyses on both spontaneous speech and
experimentally elicited data. In addition, as | have been
fortunate enough to do in the past, | will continue to
investigate SLI in an interdisciplinary manner with specialists
from a variety of fields. It is not only necessary to examine its
linguistic properties, but also its genetic and neurological
manifestations.

In my free time, | enjoy cooking, especially Italian and
French. My grandmother was a great Italian cook who made
everything from scratch and taught me how to do so. | also
love to bake! Bagels are one of my favorites. | try to cycle,
swim, and ski whenever | can, and am an avid bird-watcher.

As a university student, | was drawn to both the fields of
science and language. To try to find out where my heart
really was, | volunteered in the emergency room of a local
hospital, worked as a research assistant in a lab investigating
maple syrup production, and as teaching assistant in a
language lab. What | discovered was that | didn't want to
become a medical doctor, nor conduct research in a lab.
However, it wasn't until my graduate studies did | come
across the field of linguistics, in particular, neurolinguistics
and psycholinguistics, which simply fascinated me. It
combined both of my interests, allowing me to apply my
knowledge of the sciences and languages, and to further
pursue these studies simultaneously.

Being a linguist, in my seminar we study about language
used in the world of law, specifically, the English language,
also known as legalese. Since it is so different from 'ordinary

English' it is necessary to
introduce it in a variety of
meaningful contexts. In the
first semester, written
excerpts from famous
legal cases from countries
all around the world are '_
jumpstart 5

used to
discussions. In addition, we also exchange views about
current legal issues in America and Japan, and have debates
about controversial social issues. Students are free to choose
a topic they are interested in from any of the above to
conduct further research on. In the second semester, legal
terminology is examined using excerpts from a variety of
contemporary movies, dealing with legal and controversial
social issues, and American courtroom-based TV dramas.
Since we are generally a small group, there are ample
opportunities for students to participate in the discussions
and debates. Furthermore, being a small group enables me
to give my students as much individual attention as is
possible. | do my best to create an atmosphere that is
comfortable, unintimidating, and inducive in order to be able
to bring out their fullest potential.
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Live dangerously, take things as they come, dread nought, all will be well. (W. Churchill)
Givens, Stephen B. #7277 %72
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Professional profile:Lawyer specializing in cross-border corporate transactions, including mergers and acquisitions. Have
practiced in New York, Los Angeles and Tokyo. Education:Harvard Law School, J.D. 1982 Other:Lecturer, Keio Law School

The Culture War and the Constitution

The United States is engaged in what is described as a “culture war” on highly charged issues such as abortion,
affirmative action, gay rights, government support of religion and teaching of the theory of evolution. This seminar will
examine how the Supreme Court has addressed these divisive issues as well as their larger social and historical context.
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International affairs research in English
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Knowledge of the English language opens windows to the world. In this course, students will
study a range of international issues in the English language. Information about these issues
will be gathered from English language sources from around the world. In the first semester,
we will study a range of issues together in class and discuss current international news. At
the end of the first semester, students will select their own topics for research. They may be
based on general trends in current affairs (such as environmental issues, culture in world
affairs or human rights) or, alternatively, on more specific concerns (such as ‘the war on
terror', Japan's relations with North Korea or capital punishment). Students will continue to
research these topics in the second semester and the second year of the course. Students
will be expected to have a little writing experience, but the course will offer guidance in
academic writing in English. We will consider appropriate ways to structure a thesis, the
citation of information sources, and how to avoid plagiarism.
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