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Fukuda, E. Suzy. [#-3l:4v5Uyya, 4¥5FYyya1-0=4y397F]

@ [The Language Instinct]
(Pinker, Steven,/New York, NY: William Morrow,1994)
400:P1-1 & #
Y¢ Ever wonder how language works, how young children can learn it so easily,
but why you, as young adults, have to struggle to learn a new language? As
usual, even the most simple questions turn out to be not that simple. How
ever, Steven Pinker manages to give explanations for many of these not-so-
simple questions about language which can be easily understood by everyone.

® [Tuesdays with Morrie: An Old Man, a Young Man and Life’s Greatest Lesson ]

(Albom, Mitch,”New York, NY: Doubleday,”1997) 3781:A1-1 &

Y¢ This is indeed a great book to read! Take a day off from your studies and
learn about lessons in living. Tuesdays with Morrie is a deeply moving story
about everlasting friendship, enlightenment and the pleasures of life. Mitch Albom
shares his experiences and the lessons he learned from his dear friend and
mentor, Morrie Schwartz.

An essential simply written guide for understanding the world’s complexities
and living life to its fullest.

® [Patterns in the Mind: Language and Human Nature]
(Jackendoff, Ray,”New York, NY: Basic Books,”1995)
4019:d2-1 & #
Y¢ This is a very readable well-organized book which introduces the basic con-
cepts of language. Its quite surprising how little we know about something
we use everyday. Ray Jackendoff proposes that language is fundamentally
an innate, perhaps even genetic, property of the brain. Language acquisition,
he argues, depends on a universal mental grammar-a set of unconscious
grammatical principles that guide the organization, production, and reception
of human speech. It really touches upon everything you wanted to know
about language, but were afraid to ask.
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@ [The Unexpected Universe]
(Loren Riseley/Pecican Books)

® [Unweaving The Rainbow]
(Richard Dawkins/Pecican Books)
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@ [The Consolations of Philosophy

(De Botton, Alain/London: Penguin Books,”2001) 101:D 3-1 &

YeWe are aware of the fields of applied mathematics and applied linguistics
- where theoretical principles are utilized to solve a real existing problem.
A book called The Consolations of Philosophy by Alain de Botton might
well be considered as a good introduction to applied philosophy. Not
only does it answer the question "Why is philosophy relevant to the
world today?' but, perhaps more importantly, it is also a manual that we
can use to explore and address some of the real problems that dog us
all in our daily lives. De Botton uses the ideas of the philosophers Soc-
rates, Epicurus, Seneca, Montaigne, Schopenhauer and Nietzsche.
Through their philosophies we focus on such nuisances as: lack of mon-
ey, the pain of love, inadequacy, anxiety, the fear of failure and the pres-
sure to conform. An insightful book, which is humorously written.
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@ [Language learning strategies: What every teacher
should know.]

(Oxford, R./Boston: Heinle & Heinlc,”1990) 418:01-2 &

Y¢As a language teacher | am often approached by students with the
guestion: What can | do to improve my English? This questions is a diffi-
cult one - not so much because | cannot give suggestions - the problem
is more along the lines of ‘Where do | start?' Language learning repre-
sents such a complicated set of skills to acquire that no quick answer,
no matter how well rehearsed, will be substantive enough to address the
myriad aspects of second language acquisition and to connect them to
my students' own individual needs and preference in the way that they
learn. Fortunately, a fantastic book for language learning strategies ap-
peared in 1990. Rebecca Oxford has compiled a list of strategies and
recommendations so that students might address all aspects of lan-
guage learning. She includes tricks to remember vocabulary, ways to im-
prove pronunciation, hints to understand grammar and how to organize
your learning in general. The list goes on and on and although the book
is originally intended for teachers, students can easily understand the
advice and suggestions presented in it.

® [The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.]

(Haddon. Mark,”London:Doubleday,”2003)

YeMark Haddon started out as a children's author, but with this novel he
attracted a huge adult audience. Christopher, the 15-year-old narrator
this novel, discovers his neighbor's dog dead in its garden. The dog has
been killed by person or persons unknown and Christopher is unjustly
accused of the killing. He sets out to become a Sherlock Holmes and
solve the crime, and, while doing so, discovers a world of secrets that
change his life forever. | recommend this book, especially to those learn-
ing English, as it is, for one thing, a short novel and also written in a
plain and straightforward style. What is more, it is such a page-turner
that it makes for the perfect read for your train commute.
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