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1. FEOICEL, In Japan, many now hope to dodge jury duty: Officials try to allay concerns about the new system, in which citizens
will sit on panels with judges., Los Angeles Times 6/27/2009 at Part A Pg. 31 7 LOBEETH D, EIRLERIV, (80 K)

...Japan's previous jury system was abolished during World War II and the new process, which will be used only for
murder trials and other serious cases, is meant to make the justice system more accessible to the public.

But the move has brought several public protests. Many Japanese say the new system fails to treat everyone
equally.

For example, they say, top politicians, legal professors, lawyers, prosecutors and judges are exempt from serving.
Students, people 70 and older and those with serious illnesses or who care for the sick can also be excused.

The system, which resembles the formats in Germany and France, calls for six jurors to join three judges on each
panel. Jurors can cross-examine witnesses; they deliberate in the same room with the judges, and their votes carry
equal weight.
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